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60TH ANNIVERSARY OF MILITARY

SERVICE OF PHILIPPINE COM-
MONWEALTH ARMY

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2001

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to bring to
my colleagues’ attention the fact that yester-
day was the 60th anniversary of President
Franklin Roosevelt’s Executive Order calling
into military service the Commonwealth Army
of the Philippines.

In accordance with this the White House re-
leased a statement yesterday commemorating
this important anniversary. It is long overdue
that we resolve the inequity in our Nation’s
failure to provide veterans benefits to these
Philippine veterans.

I request that the full text of this statement
be included in the RECORD.

THE WHITE HOUSE,
Washington, July 26, 2001.

I am pleased to send greetings to the 4,000
members of the American Coalition for Fili-
pino Veterans as you celebrate ‘‘Filipino
Veterans of World War II Day.’’

On July 26, 1941, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt issued an executive order calling
the organized forces of the Commonwealth
Army of the Philippines to join the United
States armed forces in preparing for the pos-
sible outbreak of war with Japan. Tens of
thousands of Filipino soldiers bravely an-
swered the President’s call.

When war finally came, more than 120,000
Filipinos fought with unwavering loyalty
and great gallantry under the command of
General Douglas MacArthur. The combined
U.S.–Philippine forces distinguished them-
selves by their valor and heroism in defense
of freedom and democracy. Thousands of Fil-
ipino soldiers gave their lives in the battles
of Bataan and Corregidor. These soldiers won
for the United States the precious time need-
ed to disrupt the enemy’s plans for conquest
in the Pacific. During the three long years
following those battles, the Filipino people
valiantly resisted a brutal Japanese occupa-
tion with an indomitable spirit and steadfast
loyalty to America.

This month, as we commemorate the 60th
anniversary of President Roosevelt’s mili-
tary order, we recognize the important serv-
ice and contributions of Filipino soldiers in
turning back aggression and preserving de-
mocracy. America extends to you heartfelt
and abiding thanks for the sacrifices made
by Filipino soldiers during World War II.

Laura joins me in sending best wishes for
a successful celebration here in Washington,
D.C.

f

MARKING THE 27TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE TURKISH INVASION AND
OCCUPATION OF NORTHERN CY-
PRUS

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2001

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, Homer’s
Illiad reads on the birth of Venus: ‘‘The breath
of the west wind bore her Over the sounding
sea, Up from the delicate foam, To wave-
ringed Cyprus, her isle . . . . [which] Wel-
comed her joyously.’’

This describes how after her birth, Cyprus,
a place of tranquility, beauty, and peace—wor-
thy of gods—served as the home of Venus
herself. However, if other stories could still be
added to the volumes of Greek mythology, we
would read of the Trojan invasion and terror
seized upon the goddess of love’s paradise is-
land.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the persistent efforts
of my colleagues CAROLYN MALONEY and MI-
CHAEL BILIRAKIS for calling this special order
and arduously maintaining the plight of the
Greek Cypriots in the minds of their fellow
Members of Congress.

On July 20, 1974, the island nation of Cy-
prus fell victim to 35,000 Turkish armed forces
who invaded this land and tore it apart along
a ″Green Line.″ Remaining one of the most
militarized areas of the world, Northern Cyprus
has suffered a vast and continued deteriora-
tion of human rights protection throughout the
last 27 years, despite an international agree-
ment signed in 1975, known as the Vienna III
agreement, which was originally drafted in
order to guarantee the most basic human
rights and freedoms to 20,000 Greek Cypriots
and Maronites enclaved in the Karpass Penin-
sula, which feel under Turkish rule. Today,
after systematic intolerable harassment, intimi-
dation, and inhuman treatment, only 400
Greek Cypriots and 160 Maronites remain.

From the onset of the invasion in 1974,
Turkish leaders initiated a campaign intent on
the permanent displacement—or rather extinc-
tion—of the Greek Cypriots. Upon Turkey’s in-
vasion of Cyprus, 200,000 Greek Cypriots—
victims of a policy of ethnic cleansing—were
forced from their homes and became a popu-
lation of internally displaced people, refugees
within their own country. These communities,
these families were evicted from the towns
and homes they have lived in for centuries, in
order to accommodate over 80,000 settlers
from mainland Turkey. The U.S. Committee
for Refugees calls the internal displacement of
people in Cyprus the ‘‘longest standing in the
[European] region.’’ Cyprus’ total population is
750,000. Currently throughout the whole of the
island, 265,000 people have been displaced
because of the violent break up of one nation.

Furthermore, the Turkish led occupation of
Northern Cyprus has created a labyrinth from
which Greek Cypriots can not escape. The
man-made ‘‘green line’’ imposed upon this an-
cient bicommunal culture is the embodiment of
heinous practices of human rights violations
employed by Turkish forces to divide this com-
munity. Freedom of movement and associa-
tion are nonexistent. A Greek Cypriot press is
prohibited. Even Turkish Cypriots are banned
from engaging in bicommunal contact at the
grassroots level with Greek Cypriots.

In addition, is the impunity allotted to Turk-
ish armed forces responsible for the dis-
appearances of 1,463 Greek Cypriots, includ-
ing four Cypriot-Americans, despite Turkey’s
obligation under the UN Declaration on the
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Dis-
appearances. The regime in place in Northern
Cyprus is guilty of taking an island nation
community and turning neighbor against
neighbor. Thus, the 27th anniversary of Cy-
prus’ occupation comes at the heels of the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights decision made
on May 10th of this year, finding Turkey guilty
of violating 14 articles of the European Con-
vention on Human rights, and of being an ille-
gal and illegitimate occupying force in Cyprus.

In December 1999, under the good aus-
pices of the United Nations, proximity talks
began, bringing both sides closer to possible
negotiations. After 5 rounds of talks, and
seemingly successful strides, the Turkish Cyp-
riot leader has STALLED HOPE. His attempt
for international recognition, despite the UN
Security Council’s call for non-recognition of
Northern Cyprus in 1983, and demand for the
withdrawal of the sovereign Republic of Cy-
prus’ application for EU membership, are both
ironic and foolish.

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of Congress with
a long history of support of due justice and
freedom of the enclave in Cyprus, I speak out
today to convey to this Congress and the Ad-
ministration the crucial necessity to maintain
pressure on the Turkish government so as to
ensure the continuation of the proximity talks,
and hopefully soon, negotiations leading to the
return, once again of a single sovereign and
peaceful Cyprus as Venus knew it to be.
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TURKEY INVASION OF CYPRUS

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2001

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, I would first like to thank my colleague
from Florida, Mr. Bilirakis, for organizing this
special event to commemorate the 27th anni-
versary of the Turkish occupation of the island
of Cyprus.

In 1960, the Republic of Cyprus was formed
after the island was granted independence by
Great Britain. However, the people of Cyprus
enjoyed this freedom for only fourteen short
years. On July 20th 1974, sixteen days after
our own independence day, Turkish troops in-
vaded and took control of one third of the is-
land nation. The Republic of Cyprus was then
divided into two parts—Cyprus and the Turk-
ish Republic of Northern Cyprus—by a 113
mile barbed wire fence. This present day
equivalent of a Berlin Wall remains standing
even now. As a result, over 200,000 Greek
Cypriots were displaced and forced to flee
their homes. To this day, they are not per-
mitted to return.

The Turkish government has made little
progress in normalizing any sort of relations
with Cyprus. The Turkish government still
maintains 35,000 troops on the island, making
it one of the most militarized areas in the
world. Most recently, the Turkish Cypriot lead-
er refused to take part in talks with the U.N.
Security Council about the issue of Cyprus un-
less his own preconditions were met.

Most disturbing though, the Turkish govern-
ment is guilty of countless human rights viola-
tions against the island of Cyprus, including
continued inhuman treatment, harassment,
and intimidation. Because of this deplorable
human rights record, no other nation besides
Turkey itself recognizes the Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus. It is a cruel irony that Cy-
prus, a nation so rich in history and culture,
has been subdued by the most barbaric of
methods-unlawful military occupation.

There is a glimmer of hope, though, despite
the bleak outlook. The Republic of Cyprus is
expected to be brought into the European
Union. I hope that with their acceptance into
the European Union, Cyprus will once again
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be able to become a free and united nation.
And as a free and united nation, Cyprus will
grant stability to a violate area of the world
where the United States has crucial interests.

Mr. Speaker, during my years in congress,
I have worked diligently on behalf of the Greek
and Cypriot community to help locate family
members lost during the Turkish invasion and
advocated for the removal of the barbed wire
which prevents the restoration of a inde-
pendent and united Cyprus.

This Congress has let the issue of Cyprus
remain quiet for too long. I ask my colleagues
to show their strong support for a united Cy-
prus.
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TURKEY INVASION OF CYPRUS

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2001

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
mark the 27th anniversary of Turkey’s invasion
of Cyprus.

As Greek-Cypriots in America and around
the world gathered last week to mark a tragic
day in their nation’s history, it is proper and fit-
ting that we in this body join them in the hope
that peace will soon return to their island na-
tion.

As we gather on the floor of the House to
mark the 27th anniversary of Turkey’s invasion
of Cyprus, 37 percent of that country remains
occupied by Turkish military forces. It is equal-
ly unfortunate that five American citizens of
Cypriot descent and over 1,600 Greek-Cyp-
riots are still unaccounted for as a result of
Turkey’s 1974 invasion of Cyprus.

We, in this Congress, have passed resolu-
tion after resolution urging Turkey to withdraw
its forces from Cyprus. We have passed
measures and written letters urging Turkish-
Cypriot leaders to renounce ‘‘declarations of
independence’’ that they have issued in defi-
ance of international law. And in the United
Nations, the United States has consistently
and forcefully urged Turkey to end its military
occupation of over a third of the sovereign ter-
ritory of the Republic of Cyprus.

Yet despite these efforts, today, we remain
far from a final settlement that will end the arti-
ficial division of Cyprus.

It is my belief that Congress has a solemn
obligation to speak out and support a just and
lasting solution to the Cyprus problem. A solu-
tion which must follow the precepts laid down
in United Nations Security Council 1250,
which was adopted on June 29, 1999 and
which in part reads, ‘‘. . . a Cyprus settlement
must be based on a State of Cyprus with a
single sovereignty.’’ In short, the U.S. House
of Representatives should serve as a guiding
force in the pursuit of a reunified Cyprus, an
island nation where all citizens enjoy funda-
mental freedoms.

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude by saying that
I am of the belief that the solution to the Cy-
prus problem resides in the will of the United
States and the international community to re-
nounce the violence that divided Cyprus over
a quarter century ago and to affirm that the re-
unification of Cyprus is a priority.

Mr. Speaker, let me close by thanking the
Co-Chairs of the Hellenic Caucus, Represent-
atives MICHAEL BILIRAKIS and CAROLYN

MALONEY for their exceptional work. I look for-
ward to working with them in the 107th Con-
gress to ensure that some day soon, the unifi-
cation, not the division of Cyprus, will be com-
memorated in this body.
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TURKEY INVASION OF CYPRUS

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2001

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, as I have done
every year, I rise again today to reiterate my
fierce objection to the illegitimate occupation
of the island of Cyprus by Turkish troops and
declare my grave concern for the future of the
area, The island’s twenty-seven years of inter-
nal division make the status quo absolutely
unacceptable.

In July 1974, Turkish troops captured the
northern part of Cyprus, seizing over a third of
the island. The Turkish troops expelled
200,000 Greek-Cypriots from their homes and
killed 5,000 citizens of the once-peaceful is-
land. The Turkish invasion was a conscious
and deliberate attempt at ethnic cleansing.
Turkey proceeded to install 35,000 military
personnel. Today, these troops, in conjunction
with United Nations peacekeeping forces,
make the small island of Cyprus one of the
most militarized areas in the world. Over a
quarter of a century later, about 1,500 Greek-
Cypriots remain missing, including four Ameri-
cans.

The Green Line, a 113-mile barbed wire
fence, separates the Greek-Cypriot community
from its Turkish-Cypriot counterpart. The Turk-
ish Northern Republic of Cyprus (TNRC), rec-
ognized by no nation in the world except for
Turkey, prohibits Greek-Cypriots from crossing
the Green Line to visit the towns and commu-
nities of their families. With control of about
thirty-seven percent of the island, Turkey’s
military occupation has had severe con-
sequences, most notably the dislocation of the
Greek Cypriot population and the resulting ref-
ugees.

Twenty-seven years later, forced separation
of these two communities still exists despite
efforts by the UN and G–8 leadership to mend
this rift between north and south. So far, the
UN, with the explicit support of the United
States, has sponsored six rounds of proximity
talks between the President of the Republic of
Cyprus, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, and Mr. Rauf
Denktash, the self-proclaimed leader of the
TNRC.

Regrettably, the implementation of any
agreements has been thwarted by the intran-
sigent position taken by Mr. Denktash, with
the full backing of the Turkish Government.
His refusal to participate in the UN sponsored
talks until demands for the recognition of
Northern Cyprus as a separate state are met
is unacceptable. Mr. Denktash has made it
clear that his position on the issue is non-ne-
gotiable, leaving very little room for progress.
In his recent testimony before the Senate
Commerce, Justice, State, and Judiciary Ap-
propriations Subcommittee, Secretary of State
Colin Powell specifically singled out Mr.
Denktash as the main obstacle in developing
a comprehensive solution to the problem.

Impressively, even with this division con-
stantly taking center-stage, the Republic of

Cyprus has flourished and grown as an econ-
omy and society. Growth has been averaging
6% per year and its per capita income ranks
near the top of all developed countries. Its un-
employment rate of 3.6% is lower than that of
the United States. It is a Europe-oriented na-
tion that is of strategic, economic, and political
importance to the region and to the rest of the
world.

This success has brought Cyprus to a crit-
ical turning point in its history. For the first
time, the people of Cyprus have the oppor-
tunity to seal their future by becoming part of
the European Union which is about to accept
a large number of new members. Upon acces-
sion to the European Union, Cyprus will, in its
capacity as a full member, be firmly anchored
to the western political and security structures,
enhancing both geographically and quali-
tatively the operational capabilities of the
Western world.

The Republic of Cyprus and the United
States share a common tradition of respect for
human rights, a faith in the power of demo-
cratic institutions, and a commitment to free
market economics. Our two governments have
similarly had close ties. Consequently, it is in
the interest of the United States to see a
strong and vibrant Cyprus which will enhance
the future strength of our alliance. To that end,
the most meaningful way to ensure that out-
come is to promote Cyprus’s membership in
the European Union.

Union membership for Cyprus also has the
potential to resolve some of the ongoing dis-
putes in the Mediterranean region. At the Eu-
ropean Council meeting in Helsinki in Decem-
ber 1999, Turkey was granted the status of a
candidate country for accession to the EU. In
accordance with the Accession Partnership
Document of Turkey, which was endorsed by
the European Council meeting in Nice in De-
cember 2000, Turkey must strongly support
the UN Secretary General’s efforts to bring
about a successful conclusion to the process
of finding a comprehensive settlement of the
Cyprus problem.

The European Council decision taken in
Helsinki in December 1999 also states that the
Council’s decision on accession for Cyprus will
not be preconditioned on a settlement to the
Cyprus problem. On the other hand, it is un-
derstood that accession negotiations with Tur-
key cannot begin until Turkey complies with
the stipulations and conditions laid down by
the European Council decisions in Helsinki,
Copenhagen and Nice.

The United States government has strongly
supported the Helsinki Conclusions both on
the issue of Cyprus’ accession and Turkey’s
candidacy for membership and should con-
tinue to do so. Additionally, serious efforts
have been undertaken by the UN Secretary
General to resume negotiations between the
two communities in Cyprus. These efforts
have always enjoyed the full support of the
United States.

It is obvious that resolution of the perennial
dispute between Greece and Turkey on Cy-
prus remains the key to a successful and last-
ing settlement of the problem. Although the
Helsinki decision does not consider a Greco-
Turkish agreement on Cyprus a precondition
for the accession of the Republic of Cyprus to
the European Union, such an agreement
would remove any obstacles to the accession
of Turkey to the European Union, benefitting
all parties concerned in the current dispute.
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